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This husband was not much of a gentleman.
He had married Lakshamma because his parents
had desired him to do so,   They had desired him
to marry her because of the money she brought.
The young  man   thought   poorly  of  his   wife.
" What joy can this blind creature give me ?" he
thought.    He was, besides, not  troubled by any
idea of being faithful to his  wife.    In the years
that they  lived  together  he   treated  the  poor
woman with all the indifference possible, short of
saying that he did not want her. As her mother's
house was in the same village   Lakshamma spent
some time there and some in her husband's home,
and somehow passed the years.    When she had
lived as wife for three years she got a son.    That
child, however, was born blind.     The  people of
her husband's house spoke such foul words on this
account that she could not bear to think of them.
Some years later she   became  pregnant  again.
She was in  terror lest  this second child should
also be sightless.    The whole  household talked
of nothing else.    The days passed and she bore
a girl-child.    As fate would have it, that too was
blind.    When a boy in a village school repeats a
mistake in his work the teacher gives him a beat-
ing on the knuckles.    When  Lakshamma bore a
sightless daughter in succession to a sightless son,